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DESCRIPTION 

ELECTRONIC GOODS -PURCHASING METHOD AND COMMERCIAL -TRANSACT I ON 

APPARATUS THEREFOR 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

The present invention relates to an electronic goods- 
purchasing method and commercial-transaction apparatus, which 
are suitably applied when doing on-line shopping, for example, 
U on an Internet communication network. 
BACKGROUND ART 

Conventionally, using, for example, a personal computer 
that is equipped in each home, access is had to a home page for 
use for on-line shopping via an Internet communication network. 
And, an order to purchase goods that have been introduced at the 
home page is made. By purchasing goods through the utilization 
of the on-line shopping, the user can purchase various kinds of 
merchandise in the state of staying in his home. 

The methods for payment of the price of the goods the 
user has made his order to buy on this on-line shopping 
generally include the following. The method of using a credit 
card, the method of paying cash in exchange for a receipt when 
the goods have been delivered, and the method of making 
remittance through the use of a bank account. 

By the way, the above-described conventional method for 
payment on the on-line shopping was in any case basically the 
one in which the goods -item was paid for at one time in one lump 
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sum. Therefore, the user had the difficulty of freely choosing 
the terms of payment such as choosing a payment on the easy 
payment plan. When using a credit card, there is also a case 
where the user can adopt an easy payment plan that is determined 
in advance by the credit-card operating company. But there was 
the problem that the user could only adopt a pre -determined easy 
payment plan. Also, in case the user had no such a credit card, 
there was also the problem of any credit card being impossible 
to utilize. 

Ordinarily, on the side of a company that performs its 
easy payment plan execution business such as an easy payment 
business (in this specification this company is defined as being 
a credit company), it needs to have a user, who desires to make 
his easy payment, write necessary particulars into a written 
contract for credit. For this reason, so long as concerning the 
Internet process including a process for on-line shopping, the 
exchange of the contract in writing between the both parties was 
difficult. This resulted in a failure to realize the easy 
payment plan. 

Also, even in case performing the easy payment plan 
through the use of a credit card, the user simply performs the 
operation of selecting the easy payment on the screen of his 
computer with respect to which he performs his purchasing 
operation. As a result, there was the problem that how exactly 
the user had actually to pay was unknown to him until he 



received a bill for the use of the credit card. Similarly , in 
the case of a credit contract made by the user with a credit 
company, the amounts billed widely vary according to the payment 
conditions. Therefore, when requesting the payment on-credit 
during the on-line shopping, the user had a desire to know the 
sum total of the amounts billed beforehand. 

Further, when performing the on-line shopping by using a 
Jjjj computer set (hereinafter referred to as "a computer apparatus" 

is I 

!|S ) , the user needs to input with regard to many particulars 
2 including name, address, and payment conditions. This raised 

the problem that the user's purchasing operation required a 
ri large amount of time. 
Hi DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION 

1^ A first object of the present invention is when 

performing on-line shopping to enable the user to simply perform 
his input operation. 

A second object of the present invention is when 
performing on-line shopping to enable the user to perform a 
payment on-credit that needs the use of a written contract. 

A third object of the present invention is when 
performing on-line shopping to enable the user to simply 
understand the state of payment in that the price is paid on the 
condition that the user has set. 

The first aspect of the invention provides a method of 
electronically purchasing an item of goods, the method of 



3 



electronically purchasing an item of goods being adapted to 
purchase an item of goods by means of a terminal apparatus 
connected to a server through a prescribed communication line, 
in which the server accumulates data regarding the user who has 
purchased an item of goods; and when the user has performed his 
purchasing operation for purchasing the item of goods through 
the operation of the terminal apparatus and when data regarding 
the user who has performed his purchasing operation is 
accumulated on the server, it has been arranged that, using the 
accumulated data, there is performed setting for performing the 
payment of the purchased-goods-item price. 

According to the first aspect of the invention, in case 
the user who purchased an item of goods through the utilization 
of the same server before purchases an item of goods, there is 
performed setting for the performance of the payment of the 
purchased goods-item price through the re-utilization of the 
data at the time of the previous purchase • 

The second aspect of the invention provides a method of 
electronically purchasing an item of goods, the method of 
electronically purchasing an item of goods being adapted to 
purchase an item of goods by means of a terminal apparatus 
connected to a server through a prescribed communication line, 
in which when a credit payment has been selected at the time of 
the user's purchasing operation for purchasing an item of goods 
on the terminal apparatus, the server requests the user who 



operates the terminal apparatus to send a written contract of 
credit; at the time when the written contract has been returned 
according to the server's request, the server formally accepts 
the order of the item of goods the purchasing operation of that 
has been performed by the user; and when the user operating the 
terminal apparatus is the one who was already contracted to the 
server by way of a written contract of credit, the server 
formally accepts the order of the item of goods the purchasing 
ty operation of that has been performed without requesting the user 
to send the written contract. 

According to the second aspect of the invention, when 
purchasing an item of goods with the payment on-credit, first 
the exchanges of the written contract are performed. 
Thereafter, the item of goods is formally order- accepted. In 
addition, in case the user who was contracted to the server 
before through the conclusion of the written credit contract 
purchases an item of goods, this item of goods is order-accepted 
without the exchanges of the written contract being made between 
the both parties . 

The third aspect of the invention provides a method of 
electronically purchasing an item of goods, the method of 
electronically purchasing an item of goods being adapted to 
purchase an item of goods by means of a terminal apparatus 
connected to a server through a prescribed communication line, 
in which when an on-credit payment has been selected through the 
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user's purchasing operation of an item of goods by the terminal 
apparatus, a simulated result of the state of payment made with 
respect to the price of the item of goods purchased is displayed 
on the screen of the terminal apparatus; and after the display 
of the simulated result, the server causes the user to finally 
decide the purchase of the item of goods. 

According to the third aspect of the invention, when 
51 purchasing an item of goods with an on-credit payment, there is 
W performed beforehand simulation of the state of payment made on 
H credit. The server thereby causes the user to confirm the 
nj amounts paid, payments date, etc. The server thereafter enables 
p finally establishing the purchase. 

O The fourth aspect of the invention provides a method of 

P electronically purchasing an item of goods, the method of 

electronically purchasing an item of goods being adapted to 
perform the purchasing operation for purchasing an item of goods 
by means of a terminal apparatus connected to a server through a 
prescribed communication line, which includes the step in which 
the server has beforehand within a database file it possesses 
inside itself data that regards the user who has performed his 
purchasing operation by the use of the terminal apparatus; the 
step in which when the user has performed his purchasing 
operation by the use of the terminal apparatus the server 
searches whether the data regarding the user exists in the 
database file; and the step in which in case the data regarding 
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the user exists within the database file, the server performs 
its goods-item order accepting procedures by the use of that 
data regarding the user. 

The fifth aspect of the invention provides a method of 
electronically purchasing an item of goods, the method of 
electronically purchasing an item of goods being adapted to 
perform the purchasing operation for purchasing an item of goods 
by means of a terminal apparatus connected to a server through a 
prescribed communication line, which includes the step in which 
the server has beforehand within a database file it possesses 
inside itself data that regards the user who has performed his 
purchasing operation by the use of the terminal apparatus; the 
step in which when the user has performed his purchasing 
operation by the use of the terminal apparatus, the server 
searches whether the data regarding the user exists in the 
database file; the step in which in case the data regarding the 
user does not exist within the database file, the server sends 
to the user a price-payment written contract following the 
purchase of the item of goods; and the step in which in case the 
data regarding the user exists within the database file, the 
server performs its goods-item order accepting procedures by the 
use of that data regarding the user by omitting the procedure of 
sending the price-payment written contract. 

The sixth aspect of the invention provides a method of 
electronically purchasing an item of goods, the method of 



electronically purchasing an item of goods being adapted to 
perform the purchasing operation for purchasing an item of goods 
by means of a terminal apparatus connected to a server through a 
prescribed communication line, which includes the step in which 
the server requests the user, who has performed his purchasing 
operation by the use of the terminal apparatus, to input the 
price payment terms for his purchased item of goods; and the 
server shows to the user, according to the price payment terms 
input in that step, the circumstances where the price of the 
item of goods, with respect to that the user has performed his 
purchasing operation, is paid* 

The seventh aspect of the invention provides a 
commercial-transaction apparatus, the commercial -transaction 
apparatus being adapted to perform a goods -item order acceptance 
procedure according to the user's goods-item purchasing 
operation that is performed from a terminal apparatus connected 
to the server via a prescribed communication line, which 
includes storage means for holding beforehand data regarding the 
user who has performed his purchasing operation by the use of 
the terminal apparatus; search means for searching, when the 
user has performed his purchasing operation by the use of the 
terminal apparatus, whether the data regarding the user exists 
within the storage means; and goods-item order acceptance 
procedure means for, in case the data regarding the user exists 
within the storage means, performing the goods-item order 
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acceptance procedure by the use of the data regarding the user. 

The eighth aspect of the invention provides a 
commercial -trans action apparatus, the commercial-transaction 
apparatus being adapted to perform a goods -item order acceptance 
procedure according to the user's goods-item purchasing 
operation that is performed from a terminal apparatus connected 
to the server via a prescribed communication line, which 
includes storage means for holding beforehand data regarding the 
user who has performed his purchasing operation by the use of 
the terminal apparatus; search means for searching, when the 
user has performed his purchasing operation by the use of the 
terminal apparatus, whether the data regarding the user exists 
within the storage means; written-contract production means for, 
in case the data regarding the user does not exist within the 
database file, producing a price-payment written contract that 
follows the purchase of the item of goods; and goods-item order 
acceptance procedure means for, in case the data regarding the 
user exists within the database file, the server performs its 
goods-item order accepting procedures by the use of that data 
regarding the user by omitting the operation of producing the 
price-payment written contract with use of the written-contract 
production means . 

The ninth aspect of the invention provides a commercial- 
transaction apparatus, the commercial-transaction apparatus 
being adapted to perform a goods -item order acceptance procedure 
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according to the user's goods-item purchasing operation that is 
performed from a terminal apparatus connected to the server via 
a prescribed communication line, which includes input-requesting 
means for requesting the user, who has performed his purchasing 
operation by the use of the terminal apparatus, to input the 
price payment terms for purchasing the item of goods; and 
payment circumstances presentation means for presenting to the 
user, according to the price payment terms that have been input 
in that input-requesting means, the circumstances where the 
price of the item of goods, with respect to that the user has 
performed his purchasing operation, is paid. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an example of the 
system construction according to an embodiment of the present 
invention. 

FIG. 2 is a flow chart illustrating an example of the 
goods-item purchase process according to the embodiment of the 
present invention. 

FIG. 3 is a flow chart illustrating the goods-item 
purchase request process according to the embodiment of the 
present invention. 

FIG. 4 is an explanatory view illustrating an example of 
the display screen according to the embodiment of the present 
invention . 

FIG. 5 is a flow chart illustrating an example of the 



10 



selection process for selecting the method of payment according 
to the embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 6 is an explanatory view illustrating an example of 
the commission selection process according to the embodiment of 
the present invention. 

FIG. 7 is a block diagram illustrating an example of the 
system construction according to another embodiment of the 
present invention . 

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION 

An embodiment of the present invention will hereafter be 
explained with reference to FIGS. 1 to 6. 

in this embodiment, it is premised that a user's side 
owns a personal computer set; a trader's side has established a 
home page through which the user performs on-line shopping 
(hereinafter this trader is referred to as "a supplier"); and 
the user's computer set is connected to the trader's side 
through an Internet communication network , whereby the user 
purchases goods by way of the trader's home page. 

FIG. 1 is a view illustrating the construction of the 
entire system. As a user's side facility 10 , there is provided 
a personal computer set or apparatus (a terminal apparatus) 11 
that can be connected to an Internet communication network 50 
via a telephone line or the like. This personal computer 
apparatus 11 can make data transmission between itself and a 
server , which is connected thereto through the Internet 50, by 



way of, for example, a keyboard operation performed by the user. 
At the same time, data that has been transmitted from the server 
can be displayed on a display that is equipped to the personal 
computer apparatus 11. It is to be noted that other terminal 
apparatus, capable of being connected to the Internet, than the 
personal computer apparatus, may also be used instead of this 
personal computer apparatus 1 1 . 

As a supplier's side facility 20, a Web (site) 21 the 
supplier has established and a supplier's side server 22 that 
can supply data to the Web (site) 21 are provided so that each 
of them may be connected to the Internet 50. Here, it is 
defined that the Web (site) 21 represents both of the so-called 
"Web server" itself that displays a prescribed picture image 
(home page) according to the request made by the terminal 
apparatus such as the personal computer apparatus 11 and the 
picture image (home page) that is displayed by this "Web 
server" . 

In the server 22, there are accumulated data necessary 
for the performance of the on-line shopping, the user's 
information used when he purchased goods in the past, etc. And, 
in the supplier's side facility 20, there is prepared a goods- 
forwarding part 23 that forwards an item of goods that has been 
purchased, on the basis of the data that has been accumulated on 
the server 22. This goods-forwarding part 23 is equipped with a 
terminal apparatus that when for example a request to purchase 



an item of goods has been made with respect to the server 22 via 
the Web (site) 21 prints out a list of the requested goods items 
or a list of the purchasers. The persons who carry out the 
forwarding operation according to the thus printed-out list take 
charge of the forwarding operation for the relevant items of 
goods . 

Also, the price collection business that is concerned 
here with the on-line shopping is arranged to be performed by a 
prescribed credit company that has previous contract with the 
supplier. It is arranged that the server 22 of the supplier's 
side makes bi-directional communication with a server 31 within 
the credit company's side facility 30. Between the supplier's 
side server 22 and the credit company's side server 31 it is 
arranged that, using for example a single-purpose communication 
line, data transfer is made under relevant transfer protocol 
(FTP), when the request made by on-line shopping exists on the 
supplier's side server 22, it is arranged that the supplier's 
side server 22 performs data transmission with the credit 
company's side server 31 to thereby have its relevant purchase 
of credit approved by the latter 31. Also, when executing a 
simulation regarding the payment made on requested credit, as 
well, data transmission is performed between the supplier's side 
server 22 and the credit company's side server 31. It is 
thereby arranged that the supplier's side server 22 obtains the 
data of the simulated result. The detail on the process for 



obtaining the approval from the credit company, or the detail on 
the process for simulation will be described later . 

On the credit company's side server 31 there is 
accumulated data necessary for the performance of the credit 
process. There is also accumulated data that regards the credit 
users in the past* In connection with this, in the case of the 
system construction of FIG. 1, the supplier 20 and the credit 
company 30 are in 1:1 correspondence with each other. However, 
actually, there is a case where a plurality of suppliers make 
common use of one credit company. On the credit company's side 
server 31 f a relevant commission and a relevant interest rate 
are set for each supplier and there are accumulated data that 
regard such settings. Also, even inside one supplier, in case a 
special commission or interest rate is set every item of goods, 
the data on such settings as well are accumulated on the server 
31. 

The data that has been processed within the server 31 
has the determining operation therefor performed by a computer 
apparatus that has been set so as to perform the operation a 
data-determining part 32 is pre-determined to perform. In the 
data-determining part 32, there are determined the individual 
particulars in every processing that are included from the 
request for using the on-credit payment to the completion of the 
contract. Here, to the computer apparatus constituting the 
data-determining part 32 there is connected a printer apparatus 
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constituting a printing part 33. Thereby, when a request for 
using the on-credit payment has been newly made with respect to 
the credit company's side server 31, it is arranged that the 
written contract regarding the contents of that requested on- 
credit payment be printed out from the printing part 33 . Then, 
the thus printed-out written contract is sent to the user 10 who 
has made his request for on-credit payment. 

The written contract that has been sent to the user 10 
has its necessary particulars, e.g. the user's signature, 
written thereon. Then, it is returned to the sender, credit 
company 30' s side. At this time, the return-mailed written 
contract is recovered via a terminal apparatus constituting a 
recovery/input part 34 prepared on the credit company 30 's side. 
As a result, the fact that the contract the particulars of that 
were properly written on has been obtained is input to the part 
34 as data. In the data-determining part 32, when it has been 
determined therein that this input of the data on the written 
contract has been done, it is arranged to transmit the data to 
that effect from the credit company's side server 31 to the 
supplier's server 22. 

Also, it is constructed that the credit company's side 
server 31 performs communication with a database 40, via a 
single-purpose line, which possesses the credit investigation 
data on the circumstances where credit is put to practical use. 
According to the data that has been accumulated on the database 
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40, it is possible to check the credit information on the user 
who has requested the utilization of his on-credit payment. 
This database 40 has the following two types. One is the type 
that has been installed within the credit company. The other is 
the type that shares the data together with another credit 
company. 

Next, in the above-explained system construction, the 
process will be explained which is executed when purchasing 
goods by connecting the use 10's side computer apparatus 11 to 
the supplier 20's side Web (site) 21 via the Internet 50. 

FIG. 2 is a flow chart illustrating the entire process 
from the request for purchase of goods to the forwarding of this 
item of goods. An explanation will hereafter be given of the 
process through the use of the flow chart of FIG. 2. First, the 
user 10' s side computer 11 is connected to the supplier's side 
Web 21 via the Internet 50 (step 101). The user operates the 
computer apparatus 11, looks through the home page prepared as 
the Web 21, and selects an item of goods he's decided to buy 
(step 102). When performing this purchasing operation for an 
item of goods, data is transmitted from the Web 21 to the 
computer apparatus 11. Thereby, an image screen for permitting 
input of the information necessary for purchase is displayed on 
the display of the computer apparatus 11. 

At this time, as the image screen initially displayed 
there is displayed (step 103) an image screen that inquires 
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about whether it is for the first time that the user purchases 
an item of goods by on-line shopping through this supplier 20. 
Then, in case it has been determined that the purchasing of 
goods is for the first time according to the user's input 
operation on that image screen, an image screen permitting input 
of the information necessary for purchase is displayed. 
Thereby, the supplier 20 's side obtains necessary information. 

S3 

; || It simultaneously registers a password that will be needed for 

h| purchase made from the next onward (step 104). As the 

%J information necessary for purchase, there is information the 

tBKfflf 

III supplier requires to use, which has been selected from among the 
O following items of information. They include, for example, 
CI purchasers name, address, date of birth (or age), phone number, 
O place of employment's name; address; and phone number, existence 
or non-existence of spouse, and family members number. The 
supplier causes the user to input that information. 

Incidentally, regarding the account for debit 
authorization, e.g. the number of the user's bank account he for 
example has at this bank, it usually is the item that should be 
mentioned in a written account-transfer request. Therefore, 
that is not the item essentially required to be input here. 
However, the supplier may request the input on condition that 
the network security between the user and the supplier be 
ensured in the form of a mortgage. It then may print the 
account number when separately sending the written account - 
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transfer request to the user. In addition having omitted actual 
sending/recovery of the written account-transfer request on 
condition that any limitations under the relevant laws be taken 
away, it is also possible to add the account number to the items 
essentially required to be input. 

Also, when it has been determined through the input 
operation in step 103 that the purchase is not for the first 
time the supplier causes the user to input his partial data 
(e.g. name or phone number) and his password. And when those 
input data such as name and password have coincided with each 
other on the server 22 side, the purchaser's information that 
has been registered by way of the password is displayed on the 
image screen of the user's side computer apparatus 11 and the 
purchaser's information is confirmed (step 105). Regarding the 
information that at the time of this confirmation is displayed 
on the screen of the computer apparatus 11, only the information 
alone that might be changed is displayed. For instance, only 
the information alone that might be corrected, such as name, 
address, phone number, or place of employment, is displayed, 
while information having no possibility of being changed such as 
the date of birth is not displayed. 

Regarding the password, it is constructed of, for 
example, the following three parts. A first part is the one 
that is constructed of a several-digit numeral that is specific 
for each user. A second part is the one that is constructed of 
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a several-digit numeral that is set for each supplier. And a 
third part is the one that is represented by a check code that 
is produced from data consisting of the numeral at the first 
part and the numeral, added thereto, at the second part. To the 
user, the supplier informs the first and the third part as the 
password. The data that corresponds to the second part is made 
non-public. There is no need to inform to the user the second 
part constructed of the numeral set for each supplier. However, 
it is possible that the same user will purchase on credit with 
respect to a plurality of suppliers. Therefore, it is possible 
to take measures of informing to the user as the password the 
check code corresponding to the third part together with the 
first-part several-digit numeral that is specific for each user. 
It thereby becomes possible to reliably specify the user who is 
a relevant purchaser. 

Upon completion of the registration processing in step 
104 for the information of the purchaser or the confirmation 
processing in step 105 for the information of the purchaser, a 
selection screen for the method of payment is displayed. The 
supplier thereby causes the user to select his method of payment 
(step 106). Here, as the payment method that is selectable 
there are various kinds of payment methods that have hitherto 
been executed at the time of the on-line shopping. They include 
payment into a bank, etc. account, payment of cash in exchange 
for a receipt when an item of goods has been delivered, payment 



at a convenience store, payment based on the use of a credit 
card, and on-the-spot cashing from the bank account with a cash 
card. The selectable payment method additionally includes 
payment on-credit. In the case of credit payment, it includes 
the payment on a given-number-of-time easy payment plan, the 
payment in one lump sum from bonus, the payment made twice from 
bonus, and the revolving payment. It is to be noted that the 
payment on-credit here does not include the payment made using a 
credit card. 

In the case of the payment that among the credit 
payments is made on the easy payment plan, it is arranged that 
as the times for dividing the term of the payment the user can 
select a given number of times from among the pre-determined 
division times such as 3 times, 6 times, 12 times, etc. It is 
also arranged that additional payment of an amount of money 
larger than pre-determined on a divisional basis can be made in 
a bonus month. The revolving payment is the method of payment 
in which the amount of money paid per month is made fixed as 
determined in advance. These payments on-credit are basically 
the payment methods each of that needs to have the purchaser 
sign the written contract. 

Upon completion of the selection of the payment method 
in step 106, the process based on the payment method selected 
above is executed. This process that is concerned with the 
payment is executed in the credit company's side server 31 by 



20 



necessary data being transferred from the supplier's side server 
22 to the credit company's side server 31. 

First, it is determined whether the selected payment 
method is on credit (step 107). In case other payment method 
than on credit has been selected, there is executed the approval 
processing that corresponds to a respective one of the payment 
methods (step 108). Upon completion of the approval processing, 
a reply to accept the request for purchase is made with respect 
to the supplier's side server 22 (step 109). Then, it is 
displayed on the screen of the user 10 's side computer apparatus 
11 that the request for purchase has had its procedure 
completed. Then, when the reply to accept the request for 
purchase is made in step 109, within the supplier 20 the goods- 
forwarding part 23 performs an order-acceptance processing (step 
110). The supplier 20 causes the item of goods, the order for 
which has been accepted, to be forwarded from the goods- 
forwarding part 23 to the user 10 (step 111). 

Meanwhile, when it has been determined in step 107 that 
the payment on-credit has been selected, the credit company's 
side performs simulation of the terms of the credit payment that 
was at that time requested by the user's side. The simulated 
result is transmitted from the credit company's side server 31 
to the supplier's side server 22. It thereby causes the 
simulated result to be displayed on the screen of the user 10 *s 
side computer apparatus 11 (step 121). For more detail, 



according to, for example, the selected number of times, there 
are displayed the amount of money paid per one time and the 
detailed information on the dates such as the day on that 
payment is started or the day on that payment is made per one 
payment time. Except for this, it may be arranged to 
simultaneously display the amount of money for the applied 
commission, the amount of money for the interest rate therefor, 
or in addition the amount of money paid altogether. 

On this screen for simulation, the user confirms the 
state of payment. And if the user admits that the confirmed 
contents are all acceptable for him, he operates this computer 
apparatus 11 to thereby perform an operation for finally 
deciding the method of payment (step 122). If the user stops 
making his payment that stands on his confirmed conditions, he 
performs stop processing. Thereafter, the user turns back to 
the step 106, in which he inputs another method of payment. 

When in step 122 there has been performed the operation 
of finally deciding the payment method with respect to that 
simulation has been performed, it is determined whether the 
purchase made on credit is for the first time (step 123). At 
this time, according to the previous purchaser's information 
confirmed in step 105 it is determined that the present purchase 
is not an initial one in step 103. 

In case it has been determined in step 123 that the 
present purchase is an initial one on-credit, the credit 
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company's side causes an image screen, requesting the user to 
agree with it about an investigation into the user's credit 
information, to be displayed on the screen of the user's 
computer apparatus 11 (step 124). The server 31 determines 
whether the user agrees with it about that matter (step 125). 
If the server 31 gets no agreement, it ends the purchase 
processing. If otherwise, the server 31 causes an image screen, 
on which the request for purchase through means of credit is 
made, to be displayed on the computer apparatus 11 (step 126). 
According to the input with respect to the display of that 
request screen, the server 31 determines whether the occupation 
has written therefor a housewife or a student (step 127). If 
the occupation is a housewife or student, the server 31 causes 
an auxiliary requesting image-screen, on which the requester 
inputs its husband or protector, to be displayed on the computer 
apparatus 11 (step 128). 

Then, in case the occupation is in step 127 not a 
housewife or student and in case there is completed the input 
with respect to the auxiliary requesting screen in step 128, the 
server 31 causes an image screen, showing the message that the 
purchasing request is agreed to it, to be displayed on the 
computer apparatus 11 (step 129). The to-request agreement 
message that is displayed as above is, for example, "Thank you 
for your request to buy our goods. About the acceptance, we 
would send it to you later from our sales company by mail. 



About the confirmation of the contents on the matter of credit , 
we would inform it to you from our credit company by telephone . " 
After this to-request agreement message has been displayed, the 
server 31 causes the supplier's side server 22 to execute 
provisional order-acceptance processing for the request item of 
goods (step 130). At the same time, it causes an image screen, 
on which the credit company's side makes a reply to accept the 
user's purchasing request, to be displayed on the screen of the 
user's side computer apparatus 11 (step 131). As the image 
screen on which the credit company's side makes a reply to 
accept the user's purchasing request, there is for example 
displayed like this. "Thank you very much for your requesting 
buying our item of goods . We would hand it over to you later 
on." Incidentally, in case the user's requesting procedures 
that have been taken by this point in time are incomplete and in 
case the user therefore does not have his purchasing request 
accepted, there is for example displayed like this. "Thank you 
for your having requested purchase. But we're sorry to say that 
another method of payment should be used for your present 
request for purchase." 

Also, the processings that after the to-request 
agreement message has in step 129 been displayed are executed on 
the side of the credit company 30 are as follows. They include 
investigation that concerns the contents of the user ' s 
purchasing request. Namely, for example, using the storage data 
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of the database 40, having stored thereon the investigation 
data, that is connected to the server 31 , the credit company 
performs investigation on the circumstances where the credit the 
user requested to utilize was being utilized (step 141), 
According to the investigation result, the credit company 
determines as the result of the first examination whether the 
user has become able to utilize the credit (step 142). Here, in 
case the result of the first examination has been that the 
user's utilization of credit is unqualified, the credit company 
does not admit the user's utilization of the credit. Also, in 
case it has been determined as the first examination in step 142 
that the user has become able to utilize the credit, the credit 
company confirms the user's intention to purchase by a telephone 
communication made with respect to the requester (i.e. the user) 
(step 143). The credit company thereby determines, through the 
confirmation operation that is the second examination, whether 
the user has become able to utilize the credit purchase (step 
144). In case the utilization of credit has become unqualified 
here, the credit company does not accept the utilization of 
credit. Also, in case it has been determined through the second 
examination in step 144 that the utilization of credit has 
become qualified, the printing part 33 inside the credit company 
30 prints out a written contract of credit the opponent party of 
that is the user. The thus printed-out written contract is sent 
to the user (step 145). The written contract sent at that time 



is arranged to include a written contract that has the effect 
that the credit company side accepts the payment on-credit and, 
in addition, account-of-bank, etc. transfer request papers. 

After the written contract has been sent in step 145, 
the credit company side determines whether that written contract 
has been sent back to the credit company by having had necessary 
items properly entered on the user's side (step 146). Assume 
here that the written contract that has been recovered by a 
recovery- input part 34 of the credit company be properly written 
in, whereby the credit contract has been concluded. Then, the 
flow proceeds to step 110, in which the goods -forwarding part 23 
inside the supplier 20 executes formal order-acceptance 
processing. Then, the credit company side causes the item of 
goods, the order of that was accepted in step 111, to be 
forwarded from the goods -forwarding part 2 3 to be user 10. In 
case it has been determined in step 146 that, even after the 
lapse of somewhat reasonable length of term, the written 
contract is impossible to recover, the credit company side 
determines that the user 1 s request for credit purchase has 
failed to be concluded. Then, the credit company side informs 
that effect to the supplier side. 

Also, when it has been determined in step 123 that the 
present user is the one who has the experience of utilizing the 
on-credit purchase in the past, the credit company's side causes 
the attributes, such as the contents set at the time of the 



previous purchasing request, to be displayed on the screen of 
the computer apparatus 11 according to the past information 
built up on the server 31 (or server 22) (step 151). At this 
time, the credit company's side causes, for example, the name of 
the banking system at the time of the previous utilization to be 
displayed. And it is determined whether user's input has been 
performed of correcting the displayed contents (step 152). When 
correction has been done, the changed items of information are 
input by the user and setting thereof is done (step 153). And 
both when no correction has in step 152 been performed and after 
the changed information items have in step 153 been input, the 
credit company's side causes a user's request-acceptance message 
to be displayed on the screen of the computer apparatus 11 (step 
154) . 

And, after that user's request-acceptance message has 
been displayed, the flow proceeds to the step 110. Thereby, 
formal order-acceptance processing is executed in the goods- 
forwarding part 23 inside the supplier 20. Thereby, the credit 
company's side causes the item of goods, having been order- 
accepted in step 111, to be forwarded from the goods-forwarding 
part 23 to the user 10. It is to be noted, regarding the 
confirmation or correction processing executed from step 151 to 
step 154 about the user having the experience of buying before, 
that it may be simultaneously executed when executing the 
confirmation processing of the purchaser from step 103 to step 



105. 

Through the execution of the above-described processes , 
it is possible to purchase an item of goods on a credit-payment, 
etc. basis by operating the user's side terminal apparatus 
(computer apparatus) connected via a relevant Internet 
communication network. Next, the detail of a respective one of 
the processes that have so far been described above will be 
explained. 

First, the detail of the operation and display when the 
user (the person who does his on-line shopping) makes his 
purchasing request in the step 103 to the step 105 in the flow 
chart of FIG. 1 will be explained with reference to a flow chart 
of FIG. 3. 

When the user has performed, by the user's side computer 
apparatus 11, the operation of making a request to purchase an 
item from the items of goods listed on the supplier's side Web 
site 21 (step 201), the following image screen is displayed the 
next on the computer apparatus 11. Namely, the image screen for 
inquiring whether that user is a new purchaser or a repeater who 
has the experience of purchasing in the past is displayed. By 
this display, the supplier's side causes the user to select 
which one of them (step 202). It is to be noted that in case 
the user is a repeater, the supplier's side also causes him to 
input part of his personal data and the password at the same 
time. Here, when the server 22* s side determines that the 
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operation of that the user is a new purchaser has been performed 
(step 203), the server 22 's displays an image screen for 
permitting the user to input necessary particulars a new 
purchaser needs to write in (step 204). Thereby, the server 
22' s side obtains the requesting data (step 205). 

Also, the server 22 's side determines in step 202 that 
the user's input operation is for a repeater (step 211), the 
server 22' s side causes an image screen, inquiring whether the 
user uses his previous data or newly inputs relevant data, to be 
displayed on the computer apparatus 11. Thereby, the server 
22' s side causes the user to select which one of them (step 
212). Here, when the server 22' s side has determined that the 
user has selected newly inputting his data (step 213), the flow 
proceeds to step 204. Thereby, the server 22' s side causes an 
image screen, causing the user to input with respect to all 
necessary particulars the same as those in the case of a new 
purchaser, to be displayed. 

Also, when the server 22 's side has determined in step 
211 that the user has selected using his previous data (step 
211), the trader's side reads out the user's previously used 
data that is stored in the database DBl prepared on the credit 
company's or supplier's side server 31, 22. Thereby, it causes 
that previously used data to be displayed on the image screen of 
the computer apparatus 11 (step 221). At this time, as has been 
explained in connection with the flow chart of FIG. 2, it causes 



only the input items , having the possibility of being corrected, 
to be displayed. 

At this stage where that display is made, the trader's 
side causes the user to select whether he uses the data he 
previously used as it is (step 222). In case by this selection 
the user uses the data he previously used (step 223), the 
trader's side uses the user's data such as the account of bank 
he previously used as it is. Thereby, it executes the 
processing for the performance of the credit payment (step 224) 
and causes a simplified request image screen causing the user to 
only make his confirmation to be displayed on the computer 
apparatus 11 (step 225). Thereby, it obtains the user's request 
data in step 205 (step 205). 

Also, in case the user corrects the data he previously 
used (step 226), the trader's side confirms the contents the 
user has corrected. Then, it causes a simplified request image 
screen to be displayed on the computer apparatus 11 (step 225), 
and it obtains the request data in step 205 (step 205). 

FIG. 4 is an illustration that is made of an example of 
the display at the time of the use of the previous data in step 
221. However, in FIG. 4, the columns in which the data such as 
the name, address, etc. are displayed are kept blank and, 
actually, in those columns, letters or numerals are input. For 
more detail, they include the display column in which the name 
is displayed in kana letters, the display column in which the 
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name is displayed in kanji, the display column in which the 
existence or non-existence of the spouse is displayed, the 
display column in which the address of the user's own home is 
displayed, the display column in which the telephone number(s) 
are displayed, the display column in which the user's place of 
employment is displayed, the display column in which the address 
of the user's place of employment is displayed, the display 
column in which the telephone number of the user's place of 
employment is displayed, the display column in which the user's 
yearly length of service is displayed, the display column in 
which the user's form of residence is displayed, the display 
column in which the user's yearly length of residence, and the 
display column in which the name of the banking system the user 
previously used is displayed. Thereby, data having relevancy to 
each display column is displayed. In this example of display, 
the image screen displays "If any changes occur, correct by 
overwriting. If no changes occur, click the confirmation 
buttons as the displays are at the lefts of the relevant items . " 
Thereby, in case any changes occur, the user is requested to 
input the changed data. In case changing the account of the 
banking system the user uses, he is requested to click the 
change button that is located under the name of the banking 
system. Thereby, another image screen for user's inputting the 
account is displayed. 

Next, the details on the selection process for selecting 



the method of paying that was shown in step 106 of the flow 
chart of FIG. 1 as well as on the simulation process when by 
that selection the credit payment has been selected will now be 
explained with reference to a flow chart of FIG. 5. 

First , when the trader's side causes an image screen for 
selecting the method of payment to be displayed (step 301 ), the 
server's side determines whether the credit payment has been 
selected by the user 1 s input with respect to that image screen 
(step 302). When the method of payment other than the method of 
credit payment has been selected, the server's side determines 
whether the payment based on the use of a credit card has been 
selected (step 303). Here, in case the payment made using a 
credit card has been selected, the server's side causes an image 
screen for causing the user to input the items such as the 
number of the credit card or the term of validity thereof to be 
displayed (step 304). When the user has input these relevant 
items, an image screen indicating that the method of payment has 
been input is displayed (step 321). 

Also, when the server's side has determined in step 303 
that the method of payment other than the payment made using a 
credit card has been selected, it causes a display of the input 
screen corresponding to a respective one of the methods of 
payment (step 305). And, when a relevant item has been input 
from the user's side, the server's side displays an image screen 
on which that relevant method of payment has been input (step 
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321) . 

When the server's side has determined in step 302 that 
the payment on credit has been selected, the server's side 
causes an image screen for selecting the method of payment on 
credit to be displayed on the user's side computer apparatus 11. 
It then causes the user to input a detailed method of payment on 
credit on that image screen (step 311)- Here, the server's side 
determines whether the item of goods the user is requesting to 
buy is the one for which a special commission (or interest rate) 
is applied or the user uses the supplier (step 312). In case 
that special commission or interest rate is applied, the 
server's side causes an image screen showing the application of 
that special commission to be displayed (step 313). After the 
processings in the steps 312 and 313, there is executed the 
simulation process with respect to every one of the selected 
methods of payment. 

Namely, the server's side determines whether the easy 
payment plan has been selected (step 314). When the easy 
payment plan has been selected, the following simulation image 
screen is displayed. That is, the simulation screen showing the 
detail in the case of paying the price of the purchased item of 
goods at the selected division frequency on that selected easy 
payment plan, such as the amounts paid or payments date (step 
315). Also, the server's side determines whether bonus lump-sum 
payment has been selected (step 316). When bonus lump-sum 
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payment has been selected , the following simulation image screen 
is displayed. That is, the simulation screen showing the detail 
in the case of paying the price of the purchased item of goods 
in a bonus lump sum, such as the amounts paid or payments date 
(step 317). Also, the server's side determines whether bonus 2- 
time payment has been selected (step 318). When 2-time payment 
made from bonus has been selected, the following simulation 
screen is displayed. That is, the simulation screen showing the 
detail in the case of paying the price of the purchased item of 
goods with the bonus 2-time payment, such as the amounts paid or 
payments dates (step 319). Further, when revolving payment has 
been selected, the following simulation screen is displayed. 
That is, the simulation screen showing the detail in the case of 
paying the price by revolving payment, such as the amounts paid 
or payments dates (step 320). And, after completing the 
confirmation performed of the above-described simulation 
screens, the service side causes an image screen, showing that 
the method of payment has been input, to be displayed (step 
321) . 

Incidentally, the credit company's side screen 31 has 
registered therein beforehand data for being used to set the 
commission, interest rate, etc. every supplier or goods-item. 
It is thereby arranged, when a request for payment on-credit has 
arisen, to perform simulation, etc. according to that registered 
data. 
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FIG. 6 is an illustration made of examples of the 
process in which a commission is paid every supplier- When it 
is assumed that those suppliers that each use its relevant 
credit company exist from a supplier A to a supplier Z, from a 
standard commission A to a standard commission Z are determined, 
respectively, with regard to those suppliers A to Z beforehand. 
Further, according to the supplier, the system charge rate is 
individually set in units of a goods-item. The server 31 has 
supplied thereto a supplier code and a goods-item code from the 
server 22 of the supplier by that a request for performance of 
the simulation has been made. According to those codes, the 
server 31 selects the commissions, etc. therefor and, using 
those selected commissions, etc., performs relevant simulation. 

Through the execution of the above-explained process, it 
is possible for the user to perform on-line shopping. For this 
reason, it becomes possible for the user to select a method of 
payment freely given to him from among various kinds of payment 
methods that include the payment on-credit. In this case, in 
case the user has selected the on-credit payment, there is the 
need to cause the user to input a lot of necessary particulars. 
However, in the case of a user who has the experience of using 
that before, it is performed to use the data built on the 
database connected to the credit company or supplier. Namely, 
by making use of that data, the contract processing can be 
executed. So it is possible to realize relevant payment such as 
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a credit payment through the performance of the simple input 
operation. In this case, because a password is set per user and 
this password is simultaneously input, identifying the user can 
be reliably done. 

Also, in the case of the on-credit payment, the 
exchanges of the written contract are necessary. However, when 
the utilization of the on-credit payment has been requested by 
the user, it is arranged that the written contract be 
automatically sent to the user. Therefore, the processings for 
the conclusion of the contract can be executed reliably and 
promptly. Further, in the case of the repeater having the 
experience of already signing the written contract for 
conclusion of it, the on-credit payment is executed by utilizing 
the written contract the exchanges of that were performed 
before. Therefore, new exchanges of the contract become 
necessary. This enables the prompt execution of the on-credit 
payment involved. 

In addition, when the user who has the experience of 
utilizing the payment on-credit before requests the utilization 
of new on-credit payment through the use of the data at the time 
of the previous utilization, the user is only caused to confirm 
the items the changes of that might occur. And, the user is 
only caused to correct them according to the necessity. 
Therefore, when confirming, it is not necessary to cause the 
user to confirm all the items to be written in. Therefore, the 



user can simply perform his requesting operation. 

Also, when the user has selected the payment on-credit, 
the server's side performs relevant simulation with respect to 
the amounts paid, payments dates, etc. according to the contents 
involved in the request made at that request. Then, the 
server's side has caused the simulated result to be displayed on 
the user's side terminal apparatus. Therefore, when purchasing, 
the user becomes able to confirm the exact payment 
circumstances . 

Additionally, in the above-described embodiment, as the 
system construction for making connection between the supplier 
side and each of the supplier and credit company, there has been 
adopted the form wherein the user's side terminal apparatus and 
the supplier's side Web site are connected via Internet means of 
communication. And, the connection between the supplier and the 
credit company has been made through the utilization of the 
single-purpose lines. However, it may be arranged to utilize 
the credit company's side Web site. Namely, as illustrated in, 
for example, FIG. 7, it may be arranged to prepare a Web site 35 
also on the side of the credit company 30 as well. Thereby, the 
supplier's side Web site 22 and the credit company 30' s side Web 
site 35 may be linked with each other. Thereby, the user's side 
terminal apparatus 11 and the credit company 30 's side Web site 
35 may also be connected with each other via Internet 
communication means 50. On the other hand, regarding the 



process on payment , etc. that concerns the simulation, etc. for 
realizing the on-credit payment, the credit company's side 
server 31 may directly execute it by way of that credit 
company's side Web site 35. It is to be noted that in FIG. 7 
other portions are constructed in the same way as those in the 
case of the system construction illustrated in FIG. 1. 

Also, in the above-described embodiment, the exchanges 
of the written contract that when the user has selected the 
utilization of the on-credit payment are executed have been 
executed as follows. Namely, the printed written contract is 
sent from the credit company to the user's side. Then, after 
signing that contract, the user has been arranged to send it 
back to the credit company. However, the following method can 
also be taken. Namely, instead of sending to the user, the data 
on the written contract may be transmitted to the user 10' s side 
terminal apparatus 11 via the Internet lines. Then, that data 
may be printed out through the user's operation by the use of 
the printer apparatus (not illustrated) connected to the 
terminal apparatus 11. Thereafter, the written contract after 
-the user has signed the printed-out written contract may be sent 
back to the credit company. 

Further, in the above-described embodiment, regarding 
the repeater having the experience of already concluding the 
contract with use of a written contract, the on-credit payment 
has been executed utilizing the written contract that was 
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previously concluded. However, in the case where there is the 
need to conclude a new written contract at each time of purchase 
in view of the limitations imposed thereon by the relevant laws 
or regulations, it may be arranged to temporarily execute the 
relevant process under the assumption that the on-credit payment 
has been established according to the contents of the written 
contract previously exchanged (and according to the contents the 
user renewed his input at the time of the conclusion of that 
contract). Thereafter, for example, it may be arranged to send 
the relevant written contract simultaneously with the shipment 
of the purchased item of goods, and for the user to confirm the 
conclusion of the contract. 

Also, in the above-described embodiment, it has been 
arranged that the connection between the user's side terminal 
apparatus and the supplier or credit company be performed 
through an Internet line such as the telephone lines. However, 
it may be arranged that both of them be connected to each other 
through other communication means . 
INDUSTRIAL UTILIZ ABILITY 

The present invention is utilizable for the technique of 
purchasing the goods-items via a network such as an Internet 
communication network. 
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CLAIMS 

1. A method of electronically purchasing an item of 
goods, the method of electronically purchasing an item of goods 
being adapted to purchase an item of goods by means of a 
terminal apparatus connected to a server through a prescribed 
communication line, including the step in which: 

the server accumulates data regarding the user who has 
purchased an item of goods to thereby prepare for enabling the 
conclusion of a credit contract; and 

the step in which when the user has performed his 
purchasing operation for purchasing an item of goods through the 
operation of the terminal apparatus and when data regarding the 
user who has performed his purchasing operation is accumulated 
on the server, it has been arranged that, using the accumulated 
data, there is performed setting for performing the payment of 
the purchased-goods-item price. 

2. The method of electronically purchasing an item of 
goods according to claim 1, in which: 

the confirmation of the user is made by user's inputting 
a prescribed password. 

3. The method of electronically purchasing an item of 
goods according to claim 1, in which 
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the set state based on the use of the accumulated data 
is displayed on a screen of the terminal apparatus so as for the 
user to confirm that set state; and simultaneously, by way of 
that confirmation screen, the set state can be corrected by the 
user's input operation according to the necessity. 

4. The method of electronically purchasing an item of 
goods according to claim 3, in which 

on the confirmation screen, it is arranged that only the 
items of particulars alone having the possibility of being 
corrected be displayed • 

5. A method of electronically purchasing an item of 
goods, the method of electronically purchasing an item of goods 
being adapted to purchase an item of goods by means of a 
terminal apparatus connected to a server through a prescribed 
communication line, includes the step in which: 

when a credit payment has been selected at the time of 
the user's purchasing operation for purchasing an item of goods 
on the terminal apparatus, the server requests the user who 
operates the terminal apparatus to send a written contract of 
credit; 

the step in which at the time when the written contract 
has been returned according to the server's request, the server 
formally accepts the order of the item of goods the purchasing 



operation of that has been performed by the user; and 

the step in which when the user operating the terminal 
apparatus is the one who was already contracted to the server by 
way of a written contract of credit, the server formally accepts 
the order of the item of goods the purchasing operation of that 
has been performed, 

6. The method of electronically purchasing an item of 
goods according to claim 5, in which 

the confirmation of that the user operating the terminal 
apparatus is the one who was already contracted to the server by 
way of a written contract of credit is performed by user's 
inputting a prescribed password. 

7. A method of electronically purchasing an item of 
goods, the method of electronically purchasing an item of goods 
being adapted to purchase an item of goods by means of a 
terminal apparatus connected to a server through a prescribed 
communication line, including the step in which: 

when a credit payment has been selected through the 
user 1 s purchasing operation of an item of goods by the terminal 
apparatus, a simulated result of the state of payment made with 
respect to the price of the item of goods purchased is displayed 
on the screen of the terminal apparatus; and 

the step in which after the display of the simulated 
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result, the server causes the user to finally decide the 
purchase of the item of goods . 

8. The method of electronically purchasing an item of 
goods according to claim 7 , in which 

the simulation of the state of payment is the one that 
is based on the payment frequency and payment starting date that 
have been set according to the user's operation. 

9. The method of electronically purchasing an item of 
goods according to claim 7, in which 

the simulation of the state of payment is estimated 
based on the item of goods that is to be purchased or the 
commission or interest rate that has been set every supplier 
handling that item of goods. 

10. A method of electronically purchasing an item of 
goods, the method of electronically purchasing an item of goods 
being adapted to perform the purchasing operation for purchasing 
an item of goods by means of a terminal apparatus connected to a 
server through a prescribed communication line, including the 
step in which: 

the server has beforehand within a database file it 
possesses inside itself data that regards the user who has 
performed his purchasing operation by the use of the terminal 



apparatus ; 

the step in which when the user has performed his 
purchasing operation by the use of the terminal apparatus the 
server searches whether the data regarding the user exists in 
the database file; and 

the step in which in case the data regarding the user 
exists within the database file, the server performs its goods- 
item order accepting procedures by the use of that data 
regarding the user. 

11. The method of electronically purchasing an item of 
goods according to claim 10, further including the step in 
which: 

in case the data regarding the user does not exist 
within the database file, the server requests the user to input 
the data regarding the user; and 

the step in which the server holds within the database 
file the data regarding the user that has been input in that 
step. 

12. The method of electronically purchasing an item of 
goods according to claim 11, further including the step in 
which: 

when the server holds the data regarding the user within 
the database file, the server notifies a specific pass word to 



the user. 



13* The method of electronically purchasing an item of 
goods according to claim 12, further including the step in 
which: 

the server requests the user to input his pass word, 
whereby, in the step in that the server searches the data 
regarding the user within the database file, the server searches 
the data regarding the user by the use of the password the user 
has input . 

14. A method of electronically purchasing an item of 
goods, the method of electronically purchasing an item of goods 
being adapted to perform the purchasing operation for purchasing 
an item of goods by means of a terminal apparatus connected to a 
server through a prescribed communication line, including the 
step in which: 

the server has beforehand within a database file it 
possesses inside itself data that regards the user who has 
performed his purchasing operation by the use of the terminal 
apparatus ; 

the step in which when the user has performed his 
purchasing operation by the use of the terminal apparatus, the 
server searches whether the data regarding the user exists in 
the database file; 
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the step in which in case the data regarding the user 
does not exist within the database file, the server sends to the 
user a price-payment written contract following the purchase of 
the item of goods; and 

the step in which in case the data regarding the user 
exists within the database file, the server performs its goods- 
item order accepting procedures by the use of that data 
regarding the user by omitting the procedure of sending the 
price-payment written contract. 

15. The method of electronically purchasing an item of 
goods according to claim 14, further including the step in 
which: 

the server inputs the contents of the price payment 
written contract that has been sent back on from the user; and 

the step in which the server confirms the contents of 
the price payment written contract that has been input in that 
step to thereby perform the procedure of accepting the order for 
the item of goods. 

16. The method of electronically purchasing an item of 
goods according to claim 14, further including the step in 
which: 

in case the data regarding the user does not exist 
within the database file, the server requests the user to input 



the data regarding the user; and 

the step in which the server holds within the database 
file the data regarding the user that has been input in that 
step. 

17. The method of electronically purchasing an item of 
goods according to claim 16, further including the step in 
which: 

the server produces the price payment written contract 
according to the data regarding the user that has been input. 

18. A method of electronically purchasing an item of 
goods, the method of electronically purchasing an item of goods 
being adapted to perform the purchasing operation for purchasing 
an item of goods by means of a terminal apparatus connected to a 
server through a prescribed communication line, including the 
step in which: 

the server requests the user, who has performed his 
purchasing operation by the use of the terminal apparatus, to 
input the price payment terms for his purchased item of goods; 
and 

the server shows to the user, according to the price 
payment terms input in that step, the circumstances where the 
price of the item of goods, with respect to that the user has 
performed his purchasing operation, is paid. 



19. A commercial -trans action apparatus, the commercial- 
transaction apparatus being adapted to perform a goods -item 
order acceptance procedure according to the user's goods-item 
purchasing operation that is performed from a terminal apparatus 
connected to the server via a prescribed communication line, 
including: 

storage means for holding beforehand data regarding the 
user who has performed his purchasing operation by the use of 
the terminal apparatus; 

search means for searching, when the user has performed 
his purchasing operation by the use of the terminal apparatus, 
whether the data regarding the user exists within the storage 
means ; and 

goods -item order acceptance procedure means for, in case 
the data regarding the user exists within the storage means, 
performing the goods-item order acceptance procedure by the use 
of the data regarding the user. 

20. A commercial-transaction apparatus, the commercial- 
transaction apparatus being adapted to perform a goods-item 
order acceptance procedure according to the user's goods-item 
purchasing operation that is performed from a terminal apparatus 
connected to the server via a prescribed communication line, 
including: 
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storage means for holding beforehand data regarding the 
user who has performed his purchasing operation by the use of 
the terminal apparatus; 

search means for searching, when the user has performed 
his purchasing operation by the use of the terminal apparatus, 
whether the data regarding the user exists within the storage 
means ; 

i|i written-contract production means for, in case the data 

Q regarding the user does not exist within the database file, 

O 

producing a price-payment written contract that follows the 

f|j purchase of the item of goods; and 

0 goods-item order acceptance procedure means for, in case 

IN* 

O the data regarding the user exists within the database file, the 

n » 5 

p server performs its goods-item order accepting procedures by the 
use of that data regarding the user by omitting the operation of 
producing the price-payment written contract with use of the 
written-contract production means. 



21. A commercial-transaction apparatus, the commercial- 
transaction apparatus being adapted to perform a goods-item 
order acceptance procedure according to the user's goods-item 
purchasing operation that is performed from a terminal apparatus 
connected to the server via a prescribed communication line, 
including: 

input-requesting means for requesting the user, who has 
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performed his purchasing operation by the use of the terminal 
apparatus, to input the price payment terms for purchasing the 
item of goods; and 

payment circumstances presentation means for presenting, 
according to the price payment terms that have been input in 
that input -requesting means, the circumstances where the price 
of the item of goods, with respect to that the user has 
performed his purchasing operation, is paid. 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 



Disclosed is a method of electronically purchasing an 
item of goods that in case performing on-line shopping via an 
Internet communication means, etc. enables the payment on- 
credit, etc. to be simply and reliably performed. In case 
purchasing an item of goods with use of a credit or the like, 
the trader causes the user to input necessary particulars via a 
terminal apparatus only at a first time alone. The trader 
causes a contract to be established with the user by exchanging 
the written contract with use of the thus input data. Further, 
the server accumulates data regarding the user who has purchased 
an item of goods. And, when the user has performed his 
purchasing operation with regard to the item of goods, the 
server performs setting, which regards the payment of the 
purchase price, by the use of the data that has been accumulated 
on the server. Also, when the user has selected the payment on- 
credit, the server requests the user to send thereto a relevant 
written contract. And, at the point in time when the written 
contract has been return-mailed, the server accepts the user's 
purchased item of goods formally. When the user is the one who 
was already contracted to the server in the past, the server 
formally accepts the order for purchasing the item of goods 
without requesting the user to send the written contract back to 
the server. Further, when the user has selected the payment 



using means of credit, the server causes the simulated result of 
the state of payment to be displayed on the screen of the 
terminal apparatus. Thereby, after displaying that simulated 
result, the server has caused the purchase to be finally 
established. 
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DESCRIPTION OF REFERENCE NUMERALS 
user's side facility 

terminal apparatus (personal computer set or apparatus) 

written contract 

supplier's side facility 

Web (site) supplier has established 

supplier's side server 

goods -forwarding part 

credit company's side facility 

credit company's side server 

data -determining part 

printing part 

recovery /input part 

credit company's side Web site 

investigation data-accumulating part 

Internet 
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